
 

 

 

Executive and Central Committee Meeting                                               August 15, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order by Peg Watkins at 7:35 pm, at the Willis Center.  The sign-in 

sheets reflected 44 members and 2 guests attending the meeting. Minutes were taken by 

Shawna Burkham in the absence of Secretary, Barb Berry. 

 

Yvette Hanselmann led our group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Peg announced the Minutes from the June 2019 meeting were posted on the website for 

member review. (There was no meeting held in July.) No changes made. Motion to accept the 

minutes was made by Steve Schottel and seconded by Melanie Farkas. Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s report – John Schmarr reviewed the report that was posted on the back of the 

agenda for the period ending June 30th, 2019. John also explained that the party will no longer 

receive donations made by checking the box to donate on the state tax forms ($50 tax credit) as 

that program has been discontinued. No additions or changes were made and David Simmons 

made a motion to accept it and Brad Shimp seconded. Motion approved and carried. 

 

Peg announced that when Cory Hoffman arrived, he would be nominated and sworn in to the 

Executive Committee. 

 

Chair’s report - Peg reviewed a number of matters she has been busy with.  

The party is facing a rent increase on the headquarters office in Delaware. The current monthly 

rent is $825. It’s scheduled to go up to $975 in 2020, $1,075 in 2021 and $1,175 in 2021. She 

asked for volunteers for an ad-hoc committee to research other suitable office space options in 

the county. 

She will be attending ODCCA and ODP meetings this weekend which will include fundraising 

training. 

Ed Helvey is on the Delaware County Transit Board and will be stepping down in October. She 

announced we are looking for a Democrat to fill his seat on that Board. It is not a paid position. 

She also reminded everyone that the Delaware County Board of Elections meetings are open to 

the public and encouraged anyone interested to attend. Peg also previewed the agenda for 

tonight’s meeting. 

CARS Report - Julie Houston presented the report from the July Fundraising “Catch a Rising 

Star” event. Our goal was 100 attendees and just over 100 people attended. We had excellent 

sponsorships, including the “Chair’s Challenge” from Peg Watkins, who donated $500 and 

pledged to add an additional $500 if another 10 people matched her $500, which was 



 

 

accomplished. Gross receipts were $12,377. The breakdown is: $5,125 in ticket sales, $5,850 

from sponsors (including $500 each from three different unions) and $1,403 from the Silent 

Auction. Expenses totaled $3,182.96, for net funds raised of $9,194.04 

 

Julie would also like to remind all members who have not done so that monthly donations are 

welcomed and encouraged. 

 

Campaigns & Candidates - Jay Gupta introduced the candidates in attendance at the meeting. 

 

Emma Jones, running for Delaware Municipal Court Clerk announced she has received several 

significant endorsements, and invited volunteers to help her with the Harlem Days event and the 

Galena Fest. She also thanked everyone who has helped by writing postcards for her 

campaign. She is having another postcard party August 27 at Señor Antonio’s on Rt. 23 

 

Cory Hoffman arrived and Greg Hankins nominated him to become a member of the Executive 

Committee. Emma Jones seconded the nomination. Approval was unanimous and Peg swore 

him in and gave him the oath of office. Cory announced that he is running for Delaware City 

Council office in the 3rd Ward. 

 

Heather Karr is running for Powell City Council. She explained that she is one of six people 

running for three positions and is the only Democrat. 

 

Vaughn Bell is running to retain a seat on the Westerville Board of Education, to which he was 

appointed and must now be elected to in order to continue serving. He is running with fellow 

Democrat Jennifer Aultman. 

 

After the candidates spoke, Anthony Saadey, Deputy Director of the Delaware County Board of 

Elections spoke on the issue of inactive voters being “purged” from the rolls. 3,008 people were 

notified in 2015 who had not voted in the previous four years. 105 letters were returned to the 

BOE, 87 made contact and were updated in the system.  The remaining people were notified 

again in July 2019 with a “last chance” letter.  If no contact is made, 2,921 names will be 

changed to inactive status as of 9/6/2019. Those people would have to re-register to vote again. 

Sam Kindred, cyber-security specialist and consultant to the BOE explained that their records 

are not actually “erased” as they stay in the system on inactive status for 15 years. 

 

Sam Kindred then spoke on the topic of security within the Delaware County Board of 

Elections. He assured the group that multiple levels of checks and balances are in place in our 

county to prevent any kind of fraud or tampering, including, but not limited to BCI background 

checks being done on anyone who has access to the system, multiple back-up systems in 

place, two-factor authentication required to use system, and no one individual having access to 

all components of the system; people are only granted access to the parts of the system which 

their job requires. He also stated that Delaware County is considered well-ahead of many 

counties in the areas of physical access to systems as well as cyber-security, and the BOE staff 



 

 

is constantly being trained in security issues. He stated the FBI disclosed that 21 states were 

compromised by Russian hackers in 2016. 

 

First Vice-Chair Report - David Carpenter spoke on Strategic Planning Initiatives. He 

explained that a group of about a dozen people are spearheading this project, under the 

direction of consultant Joan Manter. A questionnaire was distributed to everyone present and 

they were asked to fill it out and return it this evening. David also explained that emails would be 

sent to all Executive Committee members as a follow-up with the questionnaire attached and 

reminded people not to submit the questionnaire by email if they filled it out tonight. 

 

Cathi Kulik had a petition from Ohioans for Gun Safety and asked anyone interested to sign it. 

Joyce Bourgault asked for candidates to sign up for interviews with the Candidate Vetting 

Committee. 

 

Greg Hankins requested volunteers to work the party’s booth at the Delaware County Fair. 

 

Peg reviewed the upcoming events listed on the agenda, reminded us that the September 12 

meeting is a week earlier than our usual date because of the Jug race, and that we all need to 

apply to be on the March 2020 ballot to run for re-election as Executive Committee members. 

 

Lee Lybarger made a motion to close the meeting and Ron Baer seconded. Meeting closed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shawna Burkham 


